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Heed the call of Dunggirr, Koala.
Dunggiidu ngiyaanya ganggaadi, 
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Yandaarra, Shifting Camp Together 
 

Dunggiidu ngiyaanya ganggaadi, 
‘Ngalanamba ngaanya.’ 

Koala, us mob, calling, ‘Help me’ 
 

Tuesday, November 13th at North Farm, 165 Hydes Creek Rd, Bellingen.
Gather at 1pm for lunch. We will end at about 5pm.
Please bring a shovel if you can.

With your permission, we hope to record reflections you may share 
and document the day as part of our research project, Yandaarra, 
Shifting Camp Together. The day is organised with Country, guided by 
Dunggirr, Koala, with Yandaarra, through Bellinger Landcare and the 
Jaliigirr Biodiversity Alliance.

Aunty Shaa Smith, Story-holder for Gumbaynggirr Country, with her 
daughter, Neeyan Smith, as Elders’ support person, will lead us in 
ceremony, tree planting and reflection, as we listen to Dunggirr’s call 
and walk together in our journey of caring for Country, ourselves and 
each other.



Dunggirr story place – Scotts Head



Planting ‘ourselves’, Welcome to 
Country and ‘calling in’ the ancestors 



Aunty Shaa: If you’ve been welcomed then that means, like you’re welcomed into Country, 
you know…You start building relationship with Country through that acknowledgment.

Non-Gumbaynggirr participant: Can you give us like an example here? Say we’re having a 
meeting or something, how do we - what do we say? 

Aunty Shaa: Anyone got any ideas?

Non-Gumbaynggirr participant: Well, we just - we always start our meetings, we just say, 
let’s just take a minute and sit quietly, remember where we are, remember that we’re on 
Gumbaynggirr Country.

Nathan, Gumbaynggirr man: Yeah. One of the things that I always encourage people to do is 
talk about, as Aunty Shaa said, talk about your connection to the Country. What’s your 
favourite place on Gumbaynggirr Country? You might like swimming somewhere. You might 
have a favourite waterhole. You know, you might say how that makes you feel. What’s that 
connection, you know, and thank those old people for looking after those places. You enjoy 
it, you know, because of that.  So just things like that I think, yeah.



Nathan, Gumbaynggirr man: …because otherwise it just becomes tokenistic, so tell your own 
story. That’s a good way, I think.

Aunty Shaa: And what’s your business in Gumbaynggirr?  What’s your business? What are 
you doing here? [Laughing]

Non-Gumbaynggirr participant: So Aunty Shaa, say, when you go on to a site that you’re 
working on, say you’re the bush regenerator, I just - I do this thing but I don’t - actually I’m 
not verbalising it, I’m doing it in my head.

Aunty Shaa: Yeah.

Non-Gumbaynggirr participant: Should I be verbalising that?  Should I - and all I’m basically 
saying - I don’t even know - I’m not sure of what I should be saying but I just basically just go 
like hi, I’m here. My name is Kris and I’m here and I want to help heal and that’s what I’m 
doing here and so is that - is that enough? Is there something else… 

Aunty Shaa: That’s awesome, yeah.



Non-Gumbaynggirr participant: I think it’s the intention you put behind it. It doesn’t really 
matter what you say, you can say hi, what’s up, I’m here. I’m here to plant some trees, as long 
as you’ve got that intention behind it.

Aunty Shaa: Yeah, your heart and soul, you know.

Non-Gumbaynggirr participant: I suppose, I was just going to say, as a white person, and 
especially as a white person, I wasn’t born in Australia, so I was a bit unsure about that (when 
you said to call in your ancestors). Can I talk to my grandfather, you’re meaning like I could 
talk to my grandfather?

Aunty Shaa: Yeah

Non-Gumbaynggirr participant: Because he’s going to be connected to that spirit realm…

Aunty Shaa: Yeah.

Non-Gumbaynggirr participant: It’s more that connection that I can call in, and I can feel that 
because otherwise it’s a bit distant for me, if you know what I mean.



Kaleesha, Gumbaynggirr women: I still have - as a Gumbaynggirr woman, I do acknowledge 
every time I go in to someone else’s Country. But I don’t know the stories of that Country. I 
don’t know the sites. So especially in this day and age. Back in the day, you start with the 
message that you’re coming.  People, you know, met at the border of sorts, or at a marking 
and you’re taken in. And there were rules to that area, that still are, that I don’t know. It’s 
really easy to ask now to traverse Country. We don’t get that immediate meeting straight 
away. So as soon as, you know, if there’s a border there, you cross it. Say hello, acknowledge 
the people, the spirit, the old people to make sure that I’m safe spiritually, because I don’t 
want to - what if I go on to a site that I don’t [know] - there’s nothing there, so I try and say, 
okay, acknowledge Bundjalung Country or something like that, to keep myself safe and ask 
that the spirits of that place look after me while I’m there. So that’s also another part of that 
aspect of acknowledging Country…

Aunty Shaa: Yeah, that’s right.

Kaleesha: For safety.  



Aunty Shaa: Talk to Country. Ask Country to look after you, very calmly, look after me please. 
Yeah. I come with a sincere heart, you know. 

Non-Gumbaynggirr participant: Thank you

Aunty Shaa: Good. And you know, you’ve got no idea what they’re doing. You know, these 
ancestors together. And they can see so much more than what we can see here. And the way 
they do things and how they make things happen and bring things together is just…amazing 
[laughing]. So the other thing I wanted to mention before we move on is look, this whole 
ceremony thing, it’s working with energy and it’s working with ancestors and in that whole 
realm, and it’s - you know, I believe so much in this working with energy. You know, and how 
much change can come about from working with the creation energy. I so believe it. It’s not 
just about us doing it.  Yeah. Doing ceremony working with energy.



Listening, slowing down, attending 
to Country, Country speaks 



Yarriabini: the ‘middle-ground’, 
making mistakes, trusting



“We’re in that story” – Aunty Shaa
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